THE    DUKE     OF    WINDSOR
to her sitting-room. Enquiries were made, and, within a few
days, this unhappy horror of the slums was removed and the
lonely men were cared for elsewhere. The episode was typical
of the unsentimental, practical kindness that was the law of
Queen Mary's life.
For a few months after he left Dartmouth, the Prince of
Wales worked among social institutions, under the guidance of
his mother's example. He showed himself worthy of the
example, in every task that came to his hand.
Then his education was resumed: he went to France, to
learn the language, and a little more of the world. From the
moment that the Prince arrived in Paris, the French accepted
him and acknowledged his charm. He was among "foreigners"
for the first time, and with them, as with his own people in
England, he showed an eager interest in everything he saw.
He was never bored and never half-hearted: he seemed to
thrive on questions and facts, and his eagerness unlocked all
doors.
Older people might have recalled another royal visit, in
1903, when the Prince's grandfather arrived there, at a less
happy time in the relationship between Britain and France.
The war in South Africa had put a harsh strain on friendship
with the French, and when the King arrived in Paris, in the
morning, he had found the crowd "sullenly resentful." Some-
body had shouted, "Vivent les Boers!" at him as his carriage
drove by. An equerry sitting beside him had murmured, "The
French don't like us/' and the King had answered, "Why
should they?"
Then had followed the famous episode that revealed the
King's talent for gallantry, at the right moment. In the evening,
when he went to a theatre, he was greeted coldly. Sir Sidney
Lee tells us, in his biography of King Edward VII, that while
the King was standing in the lobby of the theatre he "espied a
great and charming artiste whom he had seen act in England.
Holding out his hand, he said: 'Oh, mademoiselle, I remember
how I applauded you in London. You personified there all the
grace, all the esprit of France.'" The words were loud enough
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